
  101
CLASSES 

• 44 English
• 22 reading circles
• 16 math
• 10 citizenship
• 5 computer
• 1 yoga
• 1 healthy eating
• 1 stress management
• 1 health vocabulary

SPEAKING  16
LANGUAGES

• 73% Somali
• 15% Spanish
• 4% Oromo
• 2% French
• 2% Amharic
• ≤ 1% from each of 

the remaining 11 
languages

REPRESENTING  29
COUNTRIES

• 70% Somalia
• 8% Ethiopia
• 7% Ecuador
• 5% Mexico
• ≤ 1% from each of the 

remaining 25 countries

WHO WE  
SERVE

• Ages 19-85 
• 70% refugees
• 30% have children under 18 at home
• 31% have never been to school before

IMPACT
 

• 93% reported better understanding English
• 94% reported learning more about United States culture
• 82% believe they can better ask for directions in English
• 45% got a job
• At least 9 students became United States citizens 

ENGLISH LEARNING CENTER

      453
EMERGENCY SHELTER 

• Up to 90-day-stay
• 40 beds each night
• Meals, laundry, showers, and storage

      26
TRANSITIONAL HOUSING

• 1-2 year program focusing on health, 
education, and stabilizing a livable income

• 2 houses—men’s and women’s

     117
PERMANENT SUPPORTIVE HOUSING

• Sustained housing support for those who 
have experienced chronic homelessness 
and who live with a mental, physical, and/or 
chemical disability

WHO WE  
SERVE 

• Ages 16-69
• Health concerns—37-91% reported issues relating to 

mental health, 21-58% physical disability, and 22-50% 
chemical dependency*

• 19-39% are survivors of domestic violence*
• In emergency shelter

» 12% are veterans
» 34% have some undergraduate education or higher

*Ranges result from differences across three programs

OUR SAVIOUR’S HOUSING

IMPACT 

EMERGENCY 
SHELTER 

• 80% received at least one 
referral to address their 
needs

• 28% found employment
• 23% secured housing

 TRANSITIONAL 
HOUSING

• 80% moved into 
permanent housing

• 93% saved money
• 58% maintained a stable 

work schedule
• 35% attended school 

PERMANENT SUPPORTIVE 
HOUSING

• 92% remained stable or 
had a positive departure to 
other permanent housing

• 70% of residents with 
debt decreased their debt

• 84% improved health 
related issues

[They] made me feel welcomed. It was nice just 
to have somewhere to go, where nobody judged 

you. It was the first time anyone had really spoken to 
me since I became homeless.” 

SHELTER RESIDENT

61% 39% 

Education is important. If you 
have no education, you have 

no eyes. With an education, things 
are possible. If none, you can do 
nothing!” 

AHMED, STUDENT

EDUCATION 
FOR

432 

SHUKRI 
GIVES BACK

The night Shukri fled her home in 
Somalia she truly believed she was 
going to die. When she survived, 
Shukri’s biggest concern was not for herself but for others she saw in need. 
As soon as she arrived in a refugee camp in Kenya, she began organizing. 
She went from tent to tent requesting extra food from everyone who could 
give it and redistributing what she collected to those who needed it most.

After twenty years in the camp, Shukri came to the United States. The transition 
was easier because she was reuniting with family in Minnesota. Still, she heard 
the United States was a more individualistic culture and wasn’t sure how much 
help others would offer. She remembers the first time she saw someone who 
was homeless. “I felt so sad. It made me realize we all need each other and can’t 
survive without one another.”

Today, Shukri is an anchor of our school community. She continues her service 
to others as a volunteer in the morning lower level math class, before attending 
class herself in the evening. She says, “When I see the students benefit, it makes 
me feel very good!” Shukri’s smile and friendly nature help new students and 
teachers feel welcomed and included.

However, Shukri feels that she is only giving back what she has received. Without 
the English Learning Center, Shukri believes her life would be very difficult. “All 
of my children speak English, and I couldn’t understand what they would say. 
Now I understand, and they can’t hide anything from me!”

A KEY FOR 
JUDE

Originally from Cameroon, Jude 
became homeless when he 
encountered trouble changing his 
immigration status from international 
student to permanent resident. During the three years he fought his case, 
he was barred from legal employment. Unable to stay with friends or pay 
rent, Jude eventually found his way to Our Saviour’s Shelter.

Fortunately, Jude won his permanent resident status during his shelter stay and 
started working as a technical support analyst, troubleshooting computer issues 
over the phone. But he wasn’t quite ready to go out on his own. Our Saviour’s 
Transitional Housing Program offered the time and stability he needed to save 
money and go back to school. He enrolled in a part-time bachelor’s program in IT 
management to add to his associate’s degree in computer science. 

After five months in transitional housing, Jude moved into his own apartment, 
where he continues to stay today. He’s working two IT jobs that he really enjoys 
and maintains a 4.0gpa in school! He expects to graduate in spring of 2017. 

Looking back on his experience at Our Saviour’s, Jude reflects, “It was wonderful 
because before I came to OSH, I spent all the money I had in motels after staying 
with friends. I was really struggling. Having a space in the shelter was a blessing. 
When I moved into the housing program, it was the first time I had a key that 
could actually open my own door. That was an amazing experience. I’m grateful 
because Our Saviour’s gave me the opportunity to move on and make my life 
better.”

20% 80% 

SHELTER AND  
HOUSING FOR 

596 

All of my children 
speak English, and 

I couldn’t understand 
what they would say. 
Now I understand, 
and they can’t hide 
anything from me!"

When I moved 
into transitional 

housing, it was the 
first time I had a key 
that could actually 
open my own door. 
That was an amazing 
experience."
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YOU VOLUNTEERED.

ENGLISH LEARNING CENTER 

• 160 volunteers
• Taught 97 classes
• Totaling 7,614 hours
• Teacher retention

 › 33% taught for 2-3 semesters
 › 31% taught for 4 or more semesters

OUR SAVIOUR’S HOUSING 

• 1,528 volunteers
• Donated 12,835 hours
• Served 31,120 meals, valued at $116,447 

WE'RE 
CERTIFIED!
  

This year, we were proud to be officially recognized as a Service Enterprise, 
a title less than 15% of organizations nationwide can claim! Certified by 
Points of Light, the largest organization in the world dedicated to volunteer 
service, a Service Enterprise is an organization that fundamentally leverages 
volunteers and their skills across all levels of the organization to successfully 
deliver on its mission.

YOU MADE IT ALL 
POSSIBLE.

YOU GAVE.

We have seen firsthand the incredible 
impact OSCS has on our community. It 

has been a privilege to be able to support 
these amazing programs that help to 
improve so many lives."

STACIE AND DAVID 
OSCS DONORS

For a complete list of donors, audited financial statement, 
and 990 visit www.oscs-mn.org/print.

Government Grants $2,018,365
Private Gifts and Corporations $292,853
In-kind Contributions $271,673
Other Income $79,564
Rent Income $25,445
MHFA Debt Forgiveness $4,115

• 75%   
• 11%  
• 10% 
• 3%
• 1%
• <1%

$2,692,015
TOTAL 
REVENUE

• 76%  
• 18%  
• 3%  
• 3%  

Our Saviour’s Housing $2,120,489
English Learning Center $499,621
General and Administrative $74,676
Fundraising $74,395

$2,769,181
TOTAL 
EXPENSES

12,835
HOURS OF SERVICE 

= 10
FULL - TIME POSITIONS 

AN ESTIMATED VALUE OF 
 

249,700$

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 • Transition shelter to coordinated entry 

 • Launch distance-learning curriculum 

 • Expand individual donor base

WHAT’S NEXT? Dear Friends,

Look at all we’ve done this year. No – look at all 
YOU’VE done! 

Because of your gifts, time, and encouragement, Shukri 
can better communicate with her children. Jude is 
pursuing an education that will further his career. Marie 
has a newfound self-confidence, and Ahmed teaches us 
all about the value of life-long learning. You have been 
so important in changing each of these lives.

Each year, our Annual Report provides the chance to look back at the past year. I hope that 
you take pride in what you see here and look forward to the possibilities that lie ahead.

I remain grateful for your support and all the ways you work alongside us. Together, we 
accomplish so much more than any of us could alone. And in changing the lives of others, 
we also find that we are changed ourselves.

Sandra J. Aslaksen
Executive Director

Nathan Berg  
Stacie Blaskowski
Nathan Blumenshine
Pr. Laurie Eaton
James Erickson* 
Elena Geiger-Simpson 
Kenza Hadj-Moussa
Nate Hallanger
Justin Kappel
Matthew Nelson

Gaylord Schendel 
Ben Scott
Amal Siyad
Jay Squires
Mary Tinkham
Colleen Whalen*
Angela Willson
 
*concluded board service 
during the year

95¢  
OF EVERY DOLLAR 

GOES DIRECTLY 
TOWARDS 

PROGRAM COSTS

It is one of the most rewarding things I do in life right 
now. Every class my students and the staff inspire 

me, and when I leave I always feel happier than when I 
arrived.”  

ELC TEACHER

1,688
VOLUNTEERS  


